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21,205,900 (+17,500)

20,112,900 (-17,300)
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Employment (dark blue) and Unemployment Rate 
(light blue), Atlantic Canada
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Employment Change (%) From Prior Month

5.2% (+0.2)

65.5% (-0.1)

6.9% (-0.2)

60.2% (-0.7)

The unemployment rate fell in the month to 6.9%, 
resting just above the 12-month low of 6.7%.

The goods-producing sector lost jobs in May (-800), 
while the service sector saw job reductions of 7,800.

Employment fell sharply in May, down from the 
previous month by 8,700 jobs. 

The unemployment rate moved higher in the month to 5.2%. 

The goods-producing sector added jobs (+22,800), while 
the service sector saw job reductions of 40,100.

Employment declined during the month by 17,300 jobs. 

Part-time jobs increased while full-time jobs declined. The job reductions occurred in both full-time and 
part-time positions. 
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Provincial estimates based on seasonally-adjusted data for the latest month and compared to the previous month.
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FASTEST GROWING INDUSTRIES
Year/year employment change, Mar-May averages, Atl.

1. Information, culture and recreation +15%
2. Finance, insurance, real estate, rental and 
leasing +10%

3. Public administration +9%

4. Other services (except public administration) +8%

5. Professional, scientific and technical services +6%

Since the beginning of 2023, the 
agriculture industry in Atlantic 
Canada has grown by 4,000 jobs, 
with over half of them being in 
Nova Scotia. This is a 31% jump in 
employment for the region's 
second-smallest sector. Over this 
period, Atlantic Canada has gained 
only 1,200 jobs across all of its 
industries, with agriculture leading 
the pack.


